ORDINANCE NO., 2024-01

A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WALNUT GROVE TO AMEND AND ESTABLISH
PARLIAMENTARY PROCURE AND PROCEDURES OF MEETINGS; TO PROVIDE
FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the goveming authority of'the City of Walnut Grove, Georgia is the Mayor
and Council thereof; and ‘

WHERAS, Section 2.18 of the City Charter authorizes Mayor and Council o adopt its
own. rules of procedure and order of business; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority deems it essential to clarify and update the
procedures surrounding the conducting of meetings within the-City.
NOW THEREFORE BEIT AND IT IS I—IEREBY_ORDAH\IED:
Section 1. That flie Code of Ordinances of the City of Walnut Grove, Georgia is hereby amended
by deleting it Section 3-203 through Section 3-207 of the City Odinences and replacing it with

the following:

“DIVISION 1- GENERAL

Sec. 3-203. - Vacancies.

In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor or council member from failure to elect,
death, removal or from any cause whatsoever, such vacancy shall be filled for the
remalnder of the unexpired term, If any, by appotntment by the mayor with
confirmation by the city council, if less than 24 months remain In the unexplred term.
otherwise, a special election shalt be ordered by the mayor or city council to fill the
balance of the unexpired term of such an official. The city clerk shall cause the special
election to be heid and conducted in accordance withthe Georgia Election Code

(0.C.G.A. § 21-2-1 et seq.),
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Sec. 3-204. - Chairman.

The mayor shall act as chairman of the city council and is responsible for the orderly
conduct of meetings of the city council. in order to fuffill such duty, the mayor shall
enforce the rules of procedure that are adopted by the city council. The chairman shall
be impartial and conduct the meetings in a fair manner. The chairman may not
introduce motions or second a motion without surrendering the chair to the mayor
pro tem or a substitute chair elected from the remaining members of city council. The
chairman may only vote in the event of a tie of council members.

Sec. 3-205. - Vice-chairman.

(a) The city councii shall select a mayor pro tem from the council members at the
beginning of each calendar year who shall serve as the vice-chairman. The vice-
chairman shall fulfill the duties of the chairman if the chairman is not in attendance or
is not participating because of a voluntary recusal based on the requirements of this
Code.

(b) Iif the chairman and the vice-chairman are absent and a quorum is present, the
remaining council members shall select a council member to serve as temporary
chairman of the meeting until either the chairman or vice-chairman is present at the
meeting.

Sec. 3-206. - Committees.

The chairman and city council may create committees o study any issue before the
city council. Any such committee may make recommendations to the city council, but
no committee shall be empowered to make any final decision on any matter before
such committee for consideration. In addition to council members, committees may
include other city officials, staff or citizens at-large. Whenever a committee is created,
its duties, any limitation on the scope of such dutles and the times, places and periods
of time for which the committee may operate shall be determined by the chairman
and city council. The chairman shall serve as an ex-officio member of all committees.

Sec. 3-207. - Open meetings; work sessions; regular meetings; public hearings.

(a) All meetings of the city council, where a quorum is present and decisions affecting
official business are contemplated, shall be held in accordance with the provisions of
0.C.G.A. § 50-14-1 et seq.

(b) The city council shall hold regular work sessions on the Thursday two weeks prior to
the Regular Meeting,



(c) All regular meetings and public hearings conducted by the mayor and council shall
be held on the Second Thursday of the month, uniess otherwise.established by Mayor

and Council,

Sec. 3-208. - Organizational meetings.

The city council shall hold an organizational meeting on or hefore the first regular
meeting day following any election. The meeting shall be called to order by the city
clerk, and the oath of office shall be administered to the newly elected council
members whose terms of office shall begin the day and hour of taking such oath of
office.

Sec. 3-209. - Special meetings; rescheduled regular meetings.

A regular meeting of the city council may be canceled, rescheduled or moved to a new
Jocation within the city by the chairman for any reason. Other special meetings may be
called as provided in the Charter. Whenever a rescheduled regular meeting of the city
council or any other special meeting is to be held ata time or place other than the
regularly scheduled time or place, written notice of such change shali be posted for at
least 24 hours at the place of the regular meeting. In addition, written or oral notice
shall be given by the city clerk at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to either the
legal organ of the city or a newspaper having a general circulation at least equal to
that of the legal organ and to each council member. )

Sec. 3-210. - Emergency meetings.

When emergency circumstances occur, the city council may hold a meeting with less
than 24 hours' notice to the public. When such emergency meetings are to be held,
the city clerk shall provide notice to the legal organ of the city or a newspaper with a
general circulation at least equal to that of the legal organ and to each counci!
member as soon as possible. The notice shall include the subjects expected to be
considered at the emergency meeting. In addition, the minutes shall reflect the reason
for the emergency meeting and the nature of the notice given to the media.

Sec. 3-211. - Executive sessions.

(a} Executive sessions of the city council may be held for the purpose of conducting
business excepted from public access requirements as authorized by 0.C.G.A. 88 50-
14-2 and 50-14-3. Where a meeting of the city council is devoted in part to matters
within the authorized exceptions to public access requirements, any portion of the
meeting not subject to any such exceptions shall be open to the public. No executive
session shall be held, except pursuant to a majority affirmative vote of the city coundil
taken in a public meeting. .
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(b) The minutes of the public meeting shall reflect the names of the council members
present, those voting for the executive session and the specific reasons for the
executive session. Minutes of the executive session may be maintained by the city
clerk at the direction of the chairman. Any such minutes shall be maintained in a
confidential file and shall not be subject to disclosure, except that disclosures of such
portions of the minutes identifying real estate to be acquired by the city council may
only be delayed unti! such time as the acquisition of the real estate has been
completed, terminated or abandoned, or court proceedings have been initiated.

Sec. 3-212. - Quorum.

A quorum of the city council must be present for the conducting of meetings. The
mayor, or mayor pro tem, and two council members shall constitute a quorum and
shall be authorized to transact business of the city council. it is the duty of the
chairman to enforce this rule, Any council member may raise a point of order directed
to the chairman if the council member believes that a quorum is not present. Once a
quorum is established, the quorum cannot be defeated by the subsequent departure
of the mayor or a council member. If a quorum is not attained within 30 minutes, the
meeting will be rescheduled by the chairman with the approval of the council
members present.

Sec. 3-213. - Voting; majority.

Passage of a motion shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of the council
members present and voting at a meeting at which a quorum is present, Unless
otherwise specified in this division, a majority shalt mean more than one-half of the
council members present. Where a two-thirds majority is specified, a majority vote
shali mean at least two-thirds of the council members present.

Sec. 3-213. - Abstentions.

An abstention shall be counted as an affirmative vote.

Sec. 3-214. - Agenda.

(a) The city clerk, with the advice of the chairman and the council members, shall
prepare an agenda of subjects to be acted on for each meeting. In conjunction with
the regular work session of the Mayor and City Council, an agenda work session shall
be held by the city clerk to finalize the agenda. The chairman and all council members
may participate in the work session. Whenever a quorum of the city council is present
for an agenda work session, the meeting shall be open to the public, and all notice and

A



O record keeping requirements applicable to an open meeting must be met. The final
agenda shall be made available to the council members at least three business days

before every city council meeting.

(b) Members of the public may request that a particular subject be placed on the
agenda for the following meeting. To be considered, the item must be submitted to
the Clerk by 1 p.m. on the Friday preceding the scheduled regular monthly meeting. All
agenda items must be sponsored by a member of council or the mayor and be so
indicated on the agenda by that item.

(¢) The order of the agenda may be changed during a meeting by a majority vote of the
city council.

(d) A copy of the agenda and a list of those council members present shall be made
available to the public for inspection within two business days of the adjournment of

any meeting.

Sec. 3-215. - Consent agenda.

(a) A consent agenda may be prepared by the city clerk for the city council to
unanimously adopt motions on routine items. Any items of business that are expected

O to receive unanimous approval and where no debate is expected may be placed ona
consent agenda.

(b) At the appropriate time of the meeting, the chairman shall read all of the items on
the consent agenda. If a council member objects to an itemn being on the consent
agenda, the chairman shall move that particular item to the regular agenda. Following
the reading of the consent agenda, the chairman will ask for unanimous approval of
the items on the consent agenda. If there are no objections, all of the items on the
consent agenda will be adopted by unanimous consent.

Sec. 3-216. - Minutes.

(a) The city clerk shall promptly record summary minutes for each city council meeting.
The minutes serve as the official written record of the city coundil meeting and shall be
open for public inspection once approved as official by the city council, but in no case
later than immediately following the second regular meeting of the city council
following the meeting being recorded in the minutes. The minutes shall specify the
names of the council members present at the meeting, a description of each motion
_or other proposal made at the meeting, the council member who proposed each
O motion, the council member who seconded each motien, and a record of all votes. In
the case of a roll call vote, the name of each council member voting for or against a

o
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O proposal shall be recorded. It shall be presumed that a council member has voted in
the affirmative unless the minutes show otherwise. More detailed information may be

included in the minutes at the request of the city council. The City Clerk shall preserve
the recordings of the meetings as required by law.
(b) The city council must approve the minutes before the minutes can be considered
as an official record of the city council. A copy of the minutes from the previous
meeting shall be distributed to the council members at least three business days
before the following meeting. The minutes of the previous meeting shall be corrected
and approved by the city council at the beginning of each meeting. A majority vote is
required for approval of the minutes, Conflicts about the content of the minutes shall
be decided by majority vote of the city council. Upon being approved, the minutes
shall be signed by the chairman and attested to by the city clerk.

Sec. 3-217. - Order of business.

All regular city council meetings shall follow an established order of business as
follows:

(1) Call to order.

O (2) invocation
(3) Pledge of Allegiance
(4) Agenda Approval
(5) Consent agenda.
(6) Committee Reports
(7) Old Business
(8) New Business
(9) Reports.
(10) Public Comment
{11) Council comments

(12) Adjournment

O Sec. 3-218. - Decorum.
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(a) Al council members must conduct themselves in a professional and respectful
manner. All remarks should be directed to the chairman and not to individual council
members, staff or citizens in attendance. Personal remarks are inappropriate. A
council member is not allowed to speak at a meeting until he has been recognized by
the chairman. All comments made by a council member shall address the motion that
is being discussed.

(b) The chairman shall enforce the rules of decorum set forth in subsection (a) of this
section. If a council member believes that a rule has been broken, he can raise a point
of order. A second is not required. The chairman may rule on the gquestion, or he may
allow the city council to debate the issue and decide the issue by majority vote.

Sec. 3-219. - Public participation.

Public participation in meetings of the city counil is encouraged and shall be

permitted in accordance with the following provisions:

§

(1) Public comments. The final agenda item of the city council meeting shall be reserved
for comments from the public. Each member of the public who wishes to address the
city council must submit his name, address and the topic of his comments to the city
clerk prior to making such comments. such an individual will be allotted five minutes
to make his comments, and such comments must be limited to the chosen topic.
These limits can be waived by a majority vote of the city council.

(2) Public participation on agenda items. By a majority vote, the city council may fimit
public comment on an agenda item at the time the item is being considered by the city
council. Permitted comments must be limited to the subject that is being debated.
Members of the public may speak for five minutes and may only speak once. These
limits may be waived by a majority vote of the city council. Anyone wishing to speak at
any city council meeting must be recognized by the chairman before addressing the

city council.

(4) Public hearings. The city council may schedule public hearings for the purpose of
soliciting public comment on any subject of interest to the city council. Hearings may
be held immediately prior to or following a meeting of the city couridil or at such other
places and times as the city council may determine.

Sac. 3-220. - Amendments to rules.



Any amendment to the rules of order must be submitted by a council member in
writing to the city clerk by Friday of the week prior to a regular meeting of the city
council. The proposed amendment shall be included in the agenda for that meeting
and distributed to all council members. All amendments require a majority vote of the

city council in order to be adopted.

Sec. 3-221. - Suspending the rules of order.

Rules of order may be suspended in the case of an emergency. A miotion to suspend
the rules requires a second, is debatable and requires a majority vote of the city
council. Rules governing quorum, voting methods and requirements, the notification
to council members of meetings, and rules necessary for compliance with state law

cannot be suspended.

Sec. 3-222. - Visual and sound recordings.

Visual and/or sound recordings shall be permitted for all public meetings.
Secs. 3-223—3-240. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Sec. 3-241. - Rules of procedure.

Unless otherwise provided in this Code, procedures for meetings of the city council
shall follow the 11t edition of Robert's Rules of Order.

Sec. 3-242. - Parliamentarian.

The city council shall select a parliamentarian at the beginning of each calendar year
who shall serve a one-year term. The designated parliamentarian may seek the
assistance of legal counsel to resolve any parliamentary issues.

Sec. 3-243. - Main motion.

In order for the city council to take any official action on any subject, a council member
must propose a main motion. A proposed main motion will not be recognized by the
chairman until another council member agrees to second the motion. A second does
not require the council member seconding the motion to support the motion. A
council member may withdraw a main motion that he has made at any time before
the city council has voted on that motion.
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Sec. 3-244. - Debate.

(a) After the main motion is recognized by the chairman, the city council shail debate
the motion. The debate shall be managed by the chairman in a manner that is fair to
all council members. Council members may participate in the debate only when they
are recognized by the chairman.

(b) During the course of a debate, council members may introduce subsidiary motions
that propose that the city council take particular action on a motion. There are two
classes of subsidiary motions: Debatable subsidiary motions and undebatable
subsidiary motions. Debatable subsidiary motions consist of motions to postpone
indefinitely, amend, refer to the committee and postpone to a time certain. Debatable
subsidiary motions require a second before they can be voted on or debated. There
are three undebatable subsidiary motions:. Limit debate, vote immediately, and lay on
the table. Such motions require a second and cannot be debated.

(C) Councll members may also introduce privileged motions. Privileged motions
facilitate the running of the meeting and can be introduced during the course of
debate. Privileged motions consist of a motion to raise a question of privilege and
motions to recess and adjourn. The motions to recess and adjourn require a second.
Debate is not allowed on privileged motions.

Sec. 3-245. - Voting; procedure.

Voting on debatable motions and undebatable motions shall take place in accordance
with the following provisions:

(1) Debatable motions. In the case of debatable motions, the vote can be proposed in
one of the following two ways:

a. If debate has been completed and no other council member wishes to speak,
the chairman may call for the vote; if there are no objections then the chairman may
proceed with the vote. ,

b. if the chairman calls for the vote and there is an objection, a council member
may move to vote immediately (move the previous question). If this motion is
seconded and approved by a majority vote, debate will stop. The chairman will then
read the proposed motion to the city council and ask for the votes of the council
members.

(2) Undebatable motions. In the case of undebatable motions, the vote shall occur
immediately after the motion is recognized by the chairman. The chairman shall read
the proposed motion to the city council and then call for the vote.



Sec. 3-246. - Ranking of motions.
(a) Each subsidiary and privileged motion is assigned a specific rank. A motion of
higher precedence can interrupt a motion of lower precedence. The higher motion

must be decided before the city council returns to consider the motion of lower
precedence.

{b) A main motion has the lowest rank and does not take precedence over any other
motion. A motion to adjourn has the highest rank and will take precedence over all
other subsidiary and privileged motions. The order of precedence of motions shall be
in accordance with this section. Motions at the bottom of the following list take
precedence over motions at the top of the list:
(1) Main motion (lowest rank).
(2) Subsidiary motions (debatable):

a. Postpone indefinitely.

b. Amend.

c. Refer to committee (commit).

d. Postpone to a time certain (postpone definitely).
(3) Subsidiary motions (undebatable):

a. Limit debate or extend [imits.

b. Vote immediately (previous guestion).

c. Lay on the table (postpone temporarily).
{4) Privileged motions {undebatable):

a. Question of privilege.

b. Recess.

c. Adjourn (highest rank).
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Sec. 3-247. - Subsidiary motions.

During the course of debate, council members may introduce motions which propose that
the city council take particular action on a main motion. These motions are called subsidiary
motions and they allow the city council to reach a conclusion on the main motion. Subsidiary
motions require a second before they can be voted on or debated. Three subsidiary motions
(amend, limit debate and vote immediately) also may apply to other subsidiary motions.

(1) Postpone indefinitely. If a council member believes that the main motion should not be
considered by the city council, such council member may move to postpone the consideration
of the main motion indefinitely. If the motion is successful, consideration of the main motion

stops and the main motion is tabled. A motion to postpone indefinitely may be debated, but it
cannot be amended. A majority vote is required for the motion to pass.

(2) Amend. If a council member believes that the main motion that is on the table should be
changed in order to make it more acceptable, he can move to amend the motion.

a. Amendments must be closely related to the original motion and must not change
the nature of the motion that they amend.

b. Motions to refer, amend, postpone to a time certain and the motion to recess can
also be amended.

c. A motion shall not be amended more than two times.
d. Debate is allowed on a motion to amend only if the original motion is debatable.
e. A majority vote is required for the city council to adopt an amendment.

f. If the amendment is adopted, the city council shall consider the amended version of
the motion.

(3) Refer to a committee (commit). If a council member believes that further information is

needed before the city council can act on a main motion, he may propose that the motion be

referred to a specific committee or department for further study. If an appropriate committee
does not already exist, then a committee may be formed as a part of the motion. A motion to
refer should specify the date that the committee or department will report back to the city
council. This motion is debatable and amendable. A majority vote is required for the motion
to pass.

(4) Postpone to o time certain (postpone definitely). A motion to postpone to a certain time may
be proposed if a council member believes that the main motion should not be considered
until a future time. This motion shall set a particular time for the main motion to be
considered agaln. Such motion is debatable and may be amended. If this motion is passed,

il




the chairman will bring the original'motion back to the city council for consideration at the
specified time. A majority vote of the city council is required for the motion to pass.

(5) Limit or extend limits of debate. A motion to limit debate places a time constraint on the
length of debate. The details of such a motion are to be decided by the council member who
makes the motion. This motion can also be used to extend the limits of debate if a limit on
debate already exists. Debate is not allowed on this motion, and a majority vote of the city
council is required for the motion fo pass.

(6) Vote immediately (prew'bus question). If a council member believes that the motion that is
being considered should be voted on, the council member may move to vote immediately.
The motion is undebatable, and a vote of the majority of the city council is required for the
motion to pass.

(7) Lay on the table (postpone temporarily). A motion to lay on the table proposes that the
consideration of a main motion be postponed until a later time in the meeting. The motion
can be brought up for consideration only if a motion to resume consideration is accepted by
the city council during the same meeting. The motion will die if it is not taken up during the
meeting. Debate is not allowed on this motion, and the motion is not amendable. A majority
vote of the city council is required for the motion to pass.

Sec. 3-248. - Privileged motions.

Privileged motions facilitate the running of the city council meeting. Such motions do not
address or relate to a main motion and can be introduced whether or not there is a main
motion under consideration. Privileged motions take precedence over all subsidiary motions.

Debate is not allowed on such motions.

(1) Question of privilege. A formal question addressed to the chairman concerning the rights of
a council member or of the city council as a whole Is referred to as a question of privilege. [t
does not require a second and cannot be debated or amended. The chairman is required to
make a ruling on the question.

(2) Recess. A motion to recess proposes that the meeting be suspended for a particular
amount of time. The motion must specify the length of the recess. The motion must also be
seconded. Debate is not allowed on such motion, but the motion can be amended. A majority
vote of the city council is required for the motion to pass.

(3) Adjourn. In order for a meeting to come to a close, a council member must make a motion
to adjourn. The motion to adjourn has the highest rank of any motion, and as a result, it can
be introduced at any time. The motion requires a second but is not debatable or amendable.
A maijority vote of the city council is required for the motion to pass.
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Sec. 3-249. - Incidental motions.

Incidental motions allow council members to exert their rights as a member of the city
council. Incidental motions may be introduced at any time during a meeting.

(1) Appeal. If a council member disagrees with a decision that is made by the chairman, such
council member may appeal the decision. If the appeal is seconded, the appeal will be
considered by the city council. The chairman has the opportunity to explain the ruling that

has been challenged. The city council may then debate the appeal. The city council shall

decide by majority vote if the chairman’s decision is to be upheld or overturned. An appeal is -
high in precedence and may only be interrupted by a privileged motion or by a motion to lay
on the table.

(2) Parliamentary inquiry.If a council member has a question about the rules of order, he may
ask the chairman to give an opinion on that question. Such guestion should take the form of
a parliamentary inquiry and should relate to the current business of the city council. Such
motion takes precedence over all motions except privileged motions. Such motion does not
require a second and is not debatable or amendable.

(3) Point of order (question of order). If a council member believes that a violation of the rules
of parfiamentary procedure has occurred, he can raise a point of order. A second is not
required. The chairman may make a ruling on the question or may allow the city council to
debate and then rule on the question by majority vote. A point of order may only be
interrupted by a privileged motion or a motion to lay on the table.

(4) Point of information (request for information). If a counctl member has a question about the
facts of a particular issue that is being considered, he may ask a point of information. This
motion is addressed first to the chairman and then to the appropriate person. A second is not
required and the motion is not debatable or amendable.

Sec. 3-250. - Supplementary main motions.

Three motions allow the city council to act on a main motion that has either been passed or
tabled by the city council. These motions are considered to be main motions but differ from

usual main motions in the following ways:

(1) Reconsider. The motion to reconsider allows the city council to debate whether or
not to overturn a decision made at the meeting that is in progress. Such a motion
allows the city council to consider new information that may affect the decision that
has already been made. Any council member may make a motion to reconsider, and
any council member may second the motion. The motion is debatable, but it cannot
be amended. A majority vote of the city council is required for the motion to pass. If a
motion to reconsider is passed, the original decision will be voided, and the city
council will return to debate and revote the original motion.
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(2) Rescind. A motion to rescind proposes that the city council overturn a motion
passed at a previous meeting. A motion to rescind can be made by any council
member. Such motion Is in order as long as the original motion has not been
implemented. An announcement of the intention to rescind a motion may be made at
the meeting where the decision was made, or the council member seeking to rescind
may place the matter on the agenda for the next meeting pursuant to section 2-48.
The motion to rescind will then be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. At the
next meeting, the motion to rescind will formally be made. If such motion is seconded,
then the city council shall debate and vote on rescission. A majority vote of the city
council is required for the motion to pass. If a motion to rescind is passed, the original
decision will be voided.

(3) Resume consideration. The motion to resume consideration allows the city council to
consider a motion that has been temporarily postponed. Such motion requires a
second and is not debatable or amendable. Such motion is a main motion but ranks

higher than any debatable motion. A majority vote of the city council is required for
the motion to pass.

Secs. 3-251--3-260. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - LEGISLATION

Sec. 3-261. - Legislative authority generally.
The city council shall exercise the legislative functions of the city and may pass any
ordinance or resolution that it deems best for the government of the city; however,

such ordinance or resolution shall not be in conflict with the Charter, the constitution
* or laws of the state or the Constitution or laws of the United States.

Sec. 3-262. - Ordinances, resolutions, contracts and interlocal agreements.
Unless otherwise provided in this Code, all ordinances, resolutions, contracts and

interlocal agreements of the city shall be prepared, approved, introduced and adopted
in the manner provided in this division.

Sec. 3-263. - Preparation of ordinances.

Whenever possible, all ordinances shall be prepared by the city attorney.

Sec. 3-264. - Required elements of ordinances.

All ordinances passed by the city council shall contain the following items, which shall
be set forth in the ordinance in the following order:
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O (1) Ordinance number.
(2) Title and purpose.
(3) Enacting clause.
(4) Body of ordinance by sections.
(5) Severability clause.
(8) Penalty clause.
(7) Repealing clause.
(8) Adoption date.
(9) Effective date.

(10) Authentication of city clerk.

Sec. 3-265. - Introduction of ordinances, resolutions and other matters.

: Ordinances, resolutions and other matters or subjects requiring action by the city
council must be introduced and sponsored by a council member.

Sec. 3-266. - Consideration of Code amendments.

Where an amendment to this Code is proposed and any council member or the mayor
has been given fewer than 48 hours' notice, including a copy of the proposal, of the
intent to introduce such amendment to be adopted at a city council meeting, any
council member or the mayor may require, by his own request alone, that
consideration of such proposed amendment be postponed until the next regular
meeting of the city council. Pursuant to this section, such request to postpone shall
not require a second or a vote and shail not be subject to debate; provided, however,
that no proposed amendment to this Code shall be the subject of a request to
postpone under this section more than once.

Sec. 3-267. - Action restricted, emergencies.

No ordinance shall be put on its final passage on the same day on which itis

introduced; except that where an emergency exists and public health and safety

require it, an ordinance containing a full statement of the facts and reasons for the
O emergency may be made effective upon its adoption if approved by the city council.
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An ordinance shall be introduced at the work session proceeding the regular meeting
that it is being considered for final adoption.

Sec. 3-268. - Presenting of ordinances.
Each ordinance except for a zoning ordinance amendment shall be presented at two
consecutive meetings of the mayor and city council. A zoning ordinance amendment
may be approved at the first meeting after the requirements of the Zoning Procedures
Act have been satisfied and does not require two readings. An ordinance being

introduced at the work session proceeding the regular meeting that is being
considered for final adoption shall qualify under this Section.

The presentation of the ordinance (first and second reading) may be waived by a
majority vote of the City Council provided the title of the ordinance is read into the

record and copies of the full ordinance introduced are available in the office of the City
Clerk and posted online for citizen review.

Sec. 3-269. - Subject matter of ordinances.
No ordinance shall relate to more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in
the title of the ordinance. No ordinance, or section of such ordinance, shall be

amended or repealed unless the new ordinance contains the title of the ordinance or
section amended or repealed. When practicable, all ordinances shall be introduced as

amendments to this Code.

Sec. 3-270. - Adoption of ordinances, resolutions, contracts.

An ordinance, resolution or contract shali be deemed adopted or approved and
offective when it receives an affirmative vote of the majority of the city council.

Secs. 3-270—3-299. - Reserved.”

Section 3. The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby
incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.

Qectiond. It is hereby declared that if any phrase, sentence, or paragraph hereof shall
‘e found or declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining

phrases, sentences and paragraphs hereof shall remain in full force and effect as if enacted without
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the phrase, sentence, or paragraph declared unconstitutional or inv

Section 5.

The effective date of this Resolution shall be August ___,

alid.

2023.

It is so ordained on this day of August, 2023.

ATTEST: l }\l {\9___

Klmberl\_f\Wthlow, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Anthorfy O. L. Powéll, City Attorney

Powgll & Edwards, Attorneys at Law, P.C.

17

City of Walnut Grove, Georgia

Q

ATA

Stepha e Moncrief, N’[ayor \__\
\
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30 ORDAINED 27 this of March 2025.
(this ordinance was passed by council on January 4, 2024 )

ATTEST:

Lo A g

Lynn Heard, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Jow ). Wmﬁ City Attorney
W,( ell & Crowley, LLP

s
ﬁ Adopted by the City Council at a regular called meeting on )a_r\ ij F “f.l Do Ql‘f

Lf Council members voting in favor
O Council members voting against

O Council members voting abstaining
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City of Walnut Grove
Office of the Mayor
Mayor Mark Moore
Walnut Grove City Hall
2581 Leone Avenue
Walnut Grove, Ga 3002

September 23, 2023

TO: CITY COUNCIL
Cc: City Clerk

RE: VETO OF ACTION ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2023 ITEM: PARLIAMENTARY PROCURE
AND PROCEDURES OF MEETINGS ORDINANCE

Dear Councilmembers

| am exercising my right to veto as outlined in section 2.26 subsection C the Parliamentary Procedure
And Procedures Of The Meeting ordinance approved by council on September 14, 2023 as in my
judgment contains direct conflicts with The City of Walnut Grove City Charter and duties of the Mayor as
the Chief Executive of The City of Walnut Grove.

1: Section 3-212 Quorum: This section is in direct conflict with the City of Walnut Grove charter section
2.19: Quorum: “Quorum voting. The mayor or mayor pro tempore and two council members shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business before the body; and a majority of the
votes cast shall determine questions befare them.”

2: Section 3-213 Voting Majority: This is also in direct conflict with Section 3-212 Quorum Voting.

3: Section 3-203 Vacancies: This section is in direct conflict with the City of Walnut Grove charter
section 5.13 which states: “Special elections; vacancies. In the event that the office of mayor or
council member shall become vacant for any cause whatsoever, the council or those

remaining shall order a special election to fill the balance of the unexpired term of such office;
provided, however, that, if such vacancy occurs -within six months of the expiration of the term. _of
office, said vacancy in office shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members of the
council. Both special elections and qualifications of candidates therefor shall conform to the
applicable provisions of this charter and the Georgia Municipal Election Code and Title 34A of the
Code of Georgia of 1933 as now or hereafter amended.

3: Section 3-216 Minutes: In my judgment, mandating the summary of minutes conflicts with the
mayor's right to choose the format of minutes allowed by the charter in Section 2.30 as the cities Chief

2581 Leone Avenue * Loganville, GA 30052 - (770) 787-0046
www.cityofwalnutgrove.com



Executive Officer. The administrator of the city should have the right to choose what format minutes
should be presented to the council so long as it complies with state laws.

Section 3-207 Meetings: In my judgment, work sessions should not be mandatory and only be called by
the Mayor or Three Council Members as outlined in the City of Walnut Grove charter section 2.17
subsection (b).

Accordingly, this letter serves as notice of my veto of the Parliamentary Procure And Procedures Of
Meetings Ordinance.

Sincerely,

Mayer Mark Moore
City of Walnut Grove

2581 Leone Avenue * Loganville, GA 30052 » (770) 787-0046
www.cityofwalnutgrove.com




